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other writers, and their music and musical instruments
became veil known to the Chinese. So also the woollen
cloths and good rugs of this country were known to the
Chinese before the time of our pilgrim, as were also its
iron and copper products. "We learn also that its king
had a golden throne, and wore a magnificent turban with
a long streamer hanging down behind. The reigning sover-
eign at the time of Yuan-chuang's visit had the surname
Pai (g) and was a lineal descendant of the man whom
Lti kuang (g 36) h&d Pu* on the throne more than 200 years
before Yuan-chuang's time. This king showed his want of
political wisdom in renouncing Chinese suzerainty in favour
of an alliance with the Turks, who in A. D. 648 invaded
his country and took him prisoner.1

The pilgrim's description proceeds to relate that there were
in this country more than 100 Buddhist monasteries with above
5000 Brethren who were adherents of the Sarvastivadin branch
of the "Little Vehicle" and studied the books of their religion
in the language of India. These Brethren also were held in the
"gradual teaching", and took along with other food the "three
pure" kinds of flesh, but they were extremely punctilous in ob-
serving the rules of their code of discipline.

As we learn from other sources the people of this coun-
try were good Buddhists, and the number of Buddhist
images and buildings throughout the land was very great.2
Our pilgrim passed more than one monastery in it on his
way to the capital, and he spent his first night there with
the Kao-ch'ang Brethren in their monastery. That the
lay people, or at least the king, kept the vows of lay
disciples we may infer from the Life's account of the
king's breakfast to the pilgrim. It is specially mentioned
that among the food served at this entertainment were the
"three pure" kinds of meat; Yuan-chuang partook of the
rest of the food but declined these, explaining that although
they were allowed by the "gradual teaching" they were for-
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